ANT IDENTIFICATION KEY

2-Node Ants

This information is valid for Nebraska.

Thief Ant

Solenopsis molesta

Also called Grease ant.
The Thief ant is most often confused with the Pharaoh ant.

No spines

Antenna has on thorax

10 segments

2 nodes

Sting

Two-segmented present

club on antenna

Actual Size =
1/32" to 1/20"

Little Black Ant

Monomorium minimum
Similar in appearance to Pharaoh Ant except black in color.

No spines

Antenna has on thorax

12 segments

N\

2 nodes

/

Three-segmented
club on
antenna

Actual Size ~
about 1/16"

Pavement Ant

Tetramorium caespitum
Head and thorax is covered with visible grooves.

One pair of
spines on thorax

2 nodes

N

Sting
present

Three-segmented
club on
antenna

Actual Size ™
about 1/8"

Pharaoh Ant

Monomorium pharaonis

The Pharaoh ant is most often confused with the Thief ant.
The primary difference between the two species is the
Pharaoh ant has a three-segmented antennal club
while the Thief ant has a two-segmented antennal club.

No spines

Antenna has on thorax

2 nodes
10 segments

Three-segmented
club on antenna

Actual Size

about 1/16"

Acrobat Ant

Cremastogaster lineolata
Acrobat ants get their name from the habit of holding
their abdomen above their thorax when the workers
or colony are distubed.
One pair of spines on thorax Pedicel attaches

2 nodes to top of abdomen

|

omen is
heart-shaped
when viewed
from above

Actual Size e
slightly longer than 1/8"

Big-Headed Ant

Pheidole spp.

Two sizes of workers. Major workers have a very large head.
Minor workers have heads more proportional to their bodies.

One pair of
spines on thoray

Major Worker

First segment of 2 nodes

antenna is short

r Actual Size ~

Major workers: about 1/8" Minor workers: about 1/16"
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