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One of the most difficult 
tasks of renting agricultural land 
is determining a “fair” price 
for all parties involved, and the 
current economic challenges 
make that task even harder. The 
University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
Agricultural Economics 
Department conducts a yearly 
survey to help landowners know 
and understand the value and 
average rental rates of the land in 
their area. Overall, the average 
market value of ag land in 
Nebraska increased by 3% from 
2019, and it is the first time since 
2014 the state saw an increase  
in the overall market value of  
ag land.

About the Survey
On March 11, 2020, the 

2020 Nebraska Farm Real 
Estate Report was released from 
Cornhusker Economics  
http://agecon.unl.edu/cornhus-
kereconomics and this article 
contains “preliminary” data 
from the 2020 Nebraska Farm 
Real Estate Market Survey. This 
survey was sent to professional 
farm and ranch managers, 
certified general appraisers and 
agricultural bankers earlier this 
winter asking about prices and 
values for the upcoming 2020 
growing season. This report 
is considered “preliminary” 
because it is publicized once 
enough surveys are returned 
in order to have statistical 
significance. This allows users 
to see most of the data as early 
as possible to assist with rental 

rate negotiations, with the 
understanding the numbers may 
be a little different in the final 
report to be released in June. 
This March report is simply a 
“sneak-peak” to the final report 
and should be used as such.

Report Findings
The report provides data 

based on the eight Agricultural 
Statistics Districts in Nebraska 
(see map above). Lancaster 
County is located in the East 
District; however, much of the ag 
land, especially the southern half 
of the county, will have similar-

ities to the Southeast District. 
There are two data sets provided: 
Average Value of Farmland and 
Reported Cash Rental Rates. The 
Farmland Values in Table 1 
is split into Dryland Cropland 
(with or without irrigation 
potential), Grazing Land (tillable 
or non-tillable), Hayland and 
Irrigated Cropland (with gravity 
or center pivot). The table also 
shows the percent change from 
2019, and nearly all locations saw 
a slight increase in land values. 
Overall, the All Land Average in 
the East and Southeast Districts 
increased by 5% and 4%, respec-

Table 1. Average reported value of Nebraska farmland for different 
land types by Agricultural Statistics District, Feb. 1, 2020 a 

TYPE OF LAND
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS DISTRICT

EAST SOUTHEAST STATE C

Dryland Cropland  
(No Irrigation 

Potential)

$6,130/acre
6% change

$4,425/acre
7% change

$3,165/acre
4% change

Dryland Cropland 
(Irrigation Potential)

$6,560/acre
7% change

$5,335/acre
1% change

$4,140/acre
3% change

Grazing Land (Tillable) $3,310/acre
8% change

$2,930/acre
6% change

$1,250/acre
5% change

Grazing Land 
(Nontillable)

$2,375/acre
5% change

$2,125/acre
8% change

$830/acre
4% change

Hayland $2,965/acre
-2% change

$2,735/acre
3% change

$1,645/acre
2% change

Gravity Irrigated 
Cropland

$7,765/acre
2% change

$6,230/acre
6% change

$5,780/acre
2% change

Center Pivot Irrigated 
Cropland b

$8,905/acre
5% change

$7,700/acre
3% change

$6,120/acre
3% change

All Land Average c $6,510/acre
5% change

$4,875/acre
4% change

$2,730/acre
3% change

a Source: UNL Nebraska Farm Real Estate Market Surveys, 2019 and 2020.
b Value of pivot not included in per acre value.
c Weighted averages.

Table 2. Reported cash rental rates for various types of Nebraska 
farmland and pasture: 2020 averages, percent change from 2019 
and quality ranges by Agricultural Statistics District a

TYPE OF LAND
AGRICULTURAL STATISTICS 

DISTRICT
EAST SOUTHEAST

Dryland 
Cropland

Average $205/acre
2% change

$165/acre
6% change

High Third Quality $235/acre $195/acre

Low Third Quality $165/acre $130/acre

Gravity 
Irrigated 
Cropland

Average $250/acre
2% change

$230/acre
5% change

High Third Quality $285/acre $270/acre

Low Third Quality $210/acre $195/acre

Center Pivot 
Irrigated  

Cropland b

Average $280/acre
-2% change

$260/acre
4% change

High Third Quality $330/acre $300/acre

Low Third Quality $240/acre $220/acre

Pasture

Average $51/acre
9% change

$48/acre
4% change

High Third Quality $67/acre $62/acre

Low Third Quality $38/acre $36/acre

Cow-Calf Pair 
Rates c

Average $51.30/pair
6% change

$51.40/pair
9% change

High Third Quality $63.00/pair $58.80/pair

Low Third Quality $44.10/pair $36.20/pair
a  Source: Reporters’ estimated cash rental rates (both averages and 

ranges) from the UNL Nebraska Farm Real Estate Market Survey, 2019 
and 2020. 

b  Cash rents on center pivot land, assumes landowners own total irrigation 
system. 

c  A cow-calf pair is typically considered to be 1.25 to 1.30 animal units 
(animal unit being 1,000 lb. animal) for a five-month grazing season. 
However, this can vary depending on weight of cow and age of calf.

Southeast
$4,875/ac

4%

South
$3,620/ac

2%

Southwest
$1,545/ac

-1%
State

$2,730/ac
3%

Northwest
$690/ac

1%

North
$1,090/ac

4%

Northeast
$5,375/ac

3%

East
$6,510/ac

5%

Central
$3,180/ac

3%

tively; however, there was a slight 
decrease in hayland in the East 
District.

The most popular data from 
the survey is the Reported Cash 
Rental Rates found in Table 2. 
This table provides cash rent data 
on dryland cropland, gravity and 
center-pivot irrigated cropland, 
pasture and cow-calf pair rates. 
The overall cash rental rates have 
primarily increased as well, when 
compared to 2019. The East 
district did see a decrease on 
Center Pivot Irrigated Cropland.

When using this data, it is 
very important to remember 

the report produces values for 
a region and doesn’t take into 
account the local “supply vs. 
demand” that may alter these 
values for your land. The report 
also provides a range based on 
the quality of the ground, which 
can be highly subjective. 

Communication with your 
tenant or landlord is critical for 
understanding the needs of both 
parties as this report does not 
include the multitude of factors 
unique to your farm. These 
numbers should simply serve as 
a starting point for the commu-
nication on rental rates.

What’s the Best 
Location?

Locate your garden in a level 
area with well-drained soil and 
a minimum of 6 hours direct 
sunlight each day, although 8–10 
hours of direct sunlight are ideal. 
Avoid low spots or areas at the 
base of a slope or hill. Such areas 
are slow to warm up in spring 
and may collect water, staying 
too wet during rainy periods. 

Make sure your garden has 
easy access to water and is close 
enough to your home for easy 
maintenance and harvesting. You 
may also grow plants in more 
than one location of your yard. 
A small garden near the kitchen 
door can provide herbs and 
greens for quick seasoning and 
salads. 

If using containers, choose 
the largest possible for your 
location. Providing your plants 
a large soil area for root growth 
will make them more vigorous 
and productive. Plus, larger 
containers dry out slower during 
hot weather when your plants are 
fully grown. 

Do I Only Plant 
Once  

in Spring?
No, garden spaces 

can be planted more than 
once using a technique 
called succession 
planting. For example, an 
early crop is planted and 
harvested, then the area is 
cleared and replanted for a 
second harvest. Sometimes 
there’s even time for a third 
crop in one season. 

For example, a spring crop 
of peas, lettuce, cauliflower or 
broccoli is planted and harvested 
in early summer. After harvest, 
the ground is cleared and 
additional fertilizer incorporated 
in the soil. Then a second crop 
of warm-season vegetables, such 
as summer squash, beans, Swiss 
chard or carrots, is planted. 

As another example, two 
or three crops of lettuce can be 
harvested from the same garden 
space by doublecropping. 

Also consider staggered 
plantings with quick maturing 
crops like radishes, green 
onions or lettuce, to avoid being 
swamped with too much for a 
few days and then not any for a 

period of time. By simply 
planting a little seed every 7–10 
days, you can ensure a contin-
uous harvest. As the earlier 
plantings are harvested, they can 
be removed and replanted. 

FOR MORE 
INFORMATION 

Nebraska Extension has many 
publications, including online at 
http://extensionpubs.unl.edu; 
search for ‘Vegetable’.

Vegetable Gardening
continued from page 1

Purchase seeds or transplants 
from a reputable nursery or 

garden center.

Pesticide Applicators: 
Deferment of License 

Recertification 
Due to the ongoing COVID-19 situation, Nebraska Department of Agriculture (NDA) is easing renewal requirements on valid 

commercial, non-commercial and private 
pesticide applicator licenses due for renewal by April 15, 2020 . This extends valid pesticide applicators’ licenses if:
•  License holders notify NDA of their intent to renew their license, and 
•  Pay the required license fee, by check or 

credit card, by May 15, 2020 . 
Upon receipt of payment, NDA will allow the applicator to postpone the required 

training for license renewal until April 15, 
2021 . Notify NDA of your intent to defer 
recertification by calling 402-471-2351 . A new license will be issued that MUST be renewed by April 15, 2021 .  

Annual training for dicamba is still required for crop application of specific dicamba 
products . Online training is available at  
www.nda.nebraska.gov .

The full order can be found at  
www.nda.nebraska.gov/COVID-19 .
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