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HEART OF 4-H
VOLUNTEER AWARD

Lancaster 
County 4-H is 
proud to announce 
Jim and Nita 
Stell of Lincoln 
as co-winners of 
the August “Heart 
of 4-H Award” 
in recognition 
of outstanding 
volunteer service.

4-H volunteers 
for over five years, 
the couple has 
helped in a variety 
of roles:
• Assisted with the Clover Kids 4-H club for two years.
• Assisted with the Clever Clovers 4-H club for three years, 

which has been recognized as a Nebraska 4-H Club of 
Excellence each of these years. Jim and Nita have helped club 
members with community service projects such as landscaping 
at Tabitha and making Christmas presents for Tabitha resi-
dents. Nita has taught crafts and helped 4-H’ers make dresses 
for Haitian orphans. 

• Helped staff shifts at 4-H Council’s food booth during the 
Lancaster County Super Fair for four years.

 “We love helping 4-H’ers discover skills and create projects,” 
Jim and Nita say. “Our favorite experience as volunteers is going 
to the county fair and seeing the talent and creativeness of 
4-H’ers.”

Lancaster County 4-H thanks Jim and Nita for donating 
their time and talents. People like them are indeed the heart of 
4-H! 

Jim & Nita 
Stell

4-H’ers Problem Solve  
Real-Life Situations at  
County Life Challenge 

The county 4-H Life Challenge contest was held virtually this 
year. Thirty-one youth demonstrated their knowledge in the areas 
of Foods & Nutrition, Personal Finance, Human Development, 
Healthy Lifestyles and Home Environment in a written placement 
exam and an oral solution video. Emily Bauman was the Junior 
Champion and Evan Mittan-DeBuhr was the Junior Reserve 
Champion. Senior Champion was Lilee Chevalier and Melanie 
Wiggins was the Senior Reserve Champion. 

Virtual State Public Speaking Contest Results
Over 174 youth from across the state competed in the first 4-H virtual state public speaking contest. 

The top winners in each division received medals. Congratulations to all youth who participated! The 
following Lancaster County 4-H’ers earned purple ribbons. 

SPEECH CONTEST:
•  Intermediate division: Sarah Lange, Samuel Livingston, Melanie Wiggins
•  Senior division: Kylie Hansen, Gabriel Livingston

PUBLIC SERVICE ANNOUNCEMENT (PSA) CONTEST:
•  Intermediate division: Clara Johnson, Melanie Wiggins
•  Senior division: Ella Hendrickson (medal winner), Riley Petersen

The 2020 Nebraska State Fair will be held 
Aug . 28–Sept . 7 at Fonner Park in Grand 
Island . The State Fair has been modified 
to focus on showcasing 4-H & FFA events 
and exhibits . Gate admission will be free! 

4-H exhibits, contests and livestock shows will be held on 
the first weekend. FFA livestock shows will take place on the 
second weekend. All events and activities will follow the most 
up-to-date directive health measures. For up-to-date details, 
information and schedule of 4-H activities, go to  
http://4h.unl.edu/state-fair. For up-to-date information  
about the overall State Fair, go to https://statefair.org. 

Static Exhibit Entries
Static exhibits will be on display for the public to view at the 

Pinnacle Bank Expo Building and will also be shown virtually. 
Static exhibits will not be judged at State Fair, but will receive 
special 2020 State Fair ribbons. Top awards may be selected.

At the Lancaster County Super Fair, 4-H static exhibits 
will be selected for the Nebraska State Fair by the judges in the 
respective areas. 4-H’ers with exhibits selected for State Fair will 
be notified after the Super Fair with instructions. 

Animal Entries Due Aug . 10
Animal exhibitors (4-H ages 10–18, FFA ages 10–21) are 

eligible to participate at the Nebraska State Fair regardless of 
county fair placing. 4-H/FFA youth or their families must submit 
their animal entries in ShoWorks online before Monday, Aug. 
10, 8 p.m. Information, instructions and link to register are at 
https://4h.unl.edu/state-fair/live-animal-exhibitor. Lancaster 
County Extension staff will NOT collect State Fair animal entries 
or entry fees. 

The state Dog Show will be Saturday, Oct. 3 at the UNL 
Animal Science Complex. Entries are due to the county 
Extension office by Monday, Aug. 10. For more information, go 
to https://4h.unl.edu/dog-show. 

New Virtual 
Project Showcase

Nebraska 4-H’s 2020 4-H 
Project Showcase provides an 
opportunity for all enrolled youth 
to showcase a project they have 
learned a lot from this year or they 
are particularly proud of. All 4-H 
projects are eligible regardless of 
the award they received through 
judging or the ability to have that 
project judged at the county level. 
All enrolled 4-H members ages 
8–18 may submit one project to the 
showcase. Projects submitted by 
Monday, Aug. 10 will be showcased 
at the 2020 Nebraska State Fair! 
Projects may also be showcased 
by Nebraska 4-H on Facebook, 
Twitter and Instagram. Learn more 
and submit your favorite project at 
4h.unl.edu/project-showcase.

State Fair to Focus on Showcasing 4-H & FFA Youth

4-H Youth and Volunteers 
Sew 1,789 Hats and Masks 

for Bryan Health

Lancaster County 4-H 
launched two back-to-back 
community-service sewing 
projects which began on 
March 25 due to the need 
for protective gear for Bryan 
Health’s medical staff in 
Lincoln. 

The first was the “Hats 
for Hospitals” project where 
cotton surgeon hats were 
sewn. 4-H youth and adult 
volunteers picked up fabric 
kits from the Extension office. 
Initial funding of $211 for this 
project was sponsored by a 
4-H memorial fund and was 
used to purchase fabric and 
supplies for the first kits. In 
just a few weeks, hundreds 
of yards of fabric and elastic 
were donated, over 543 
sewing hours were spent and 
778 surgeon hats completed!

Once the need for hats 
was fulfilled, by April 13, the 
second project, “Sewing for 
Hospitals” was in full swing 
with volunteers sewing cotton 
face masks. In just a few days, 
4-H face masks were already 
in use at the hospitals. The 
need was great since Bryan 
Health was using 100 face 
masks each day for patients, 
visitors and non-medical 
staff. At the conclusion 
of this project, volunteer 
sewers spent over 352 hours 
producing 1,011 face masks. 

During both projects, 
one 13-year-old 4-H member 
sewed 330 hats and masks! 
Another dedicated volunteer 
sewed 350 items. Lancaster 
County 4-H thanks all of the 
sewing heroes involved in 
both of these projects!

Volunteers are needed to help lead 4-H clubs. If you would like to 
learn more about 4-H volunteer opportunities, call 402-441-7180.

https://4h.unl.edu/state-fair/live-animal-exhibitor

