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Celosia ‘Fresh Look
Gold’

informal gardens. The golden
plumes can be woven into a
garden bed like a living tapestry
because the plumes have a
soft-layered texture. ‘Fresh Look
Gold’ proved to be heat, humid-

ity and rain tolerant in AAS
Trials across North America.
Plants will grow to a height of
one foot. This celosia is one of

performance.

Petunia ‘Opera
Supreme Pink Morn’

Correctly named, these
plants look as fresh in Septem-
ber as they did when planted in
the spring. ‘Fresh Look Gold’
plants are embellished with
bright golden plumes that
remain colorful all season, not
“browning” with maturity.
Since the plumes remain
attractive, there is no reason to
deadhead and no pest problems
are expected, thus ‘Fresh Look
Gold’ needs little maintenance
in a sunny garden. It is a care-
free annual useful in formal or

Iridescent pink blooms are
the unique feature of this vigor-
ous trailing petunia. A silvery
shine causes blooms to shim-
mer, capturing an admirer’s
attention from a distance. The
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the best annuals for season-long
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Garden Guide

w= THINGS TO DO THIS MONTH

By Mary Jane Frogge, UNL Extension Associate

Complete the pruning of shrubs and ornamental trees before growth
starts, except for spring flowering shrubs. Prune those which bloom in
spring as soon as they finish flowering.

Start transplants indoors of tomatoes, peppers and eggplant.
Pick a permanent spot for herbs in the garden.

If you have not done it already, check stored tools and outdoor
furniture for signs of rust. Remove any surface rust with steel wool and
paint with rust-inhibitive paint.

Turn the compost pile.

Place birdhouses built this winter outdoors this month. Birds will begin
looking for nesting sites soon.

Do not plow your garden when the soil is wet. It will form clods which
are difficult to break up and interfere with cultivation during the
summer.

Plan your vegetable garden on a sheet of paper to utilize the space
most efficiently. Remember to rotate the vegetables in the garden to
reduce insect and disease problems.

Buy a notebook and use it to keep all your gardening information. List
what you plant in the garden. Include the name of seed companies,
plant name, variety, planting date and harvest date. During the
growing season, keep notes on how well the plant does. If the variety is
susceptible to disease, record what was used to treat any problems. All
this information will be helpful in planning future gardens.

Rake the lawn to remove leaves and twigs.

Some annuals, such as verbenas, snapdragons and petunias, take 70
to 90 days to bloom. They should be started indoors in early spring.

Buy some new perennials for your flower border. Spring is a good time
to renew and add variety to your landscape.

How are your houseplants doing? Check all five growing factors if
your house plants are not growing well. Light, temperature, nutrients,
moisture and humidity must be favorable to provide good growth.

Finish repairing and painting of window boxes, lawn furniture, tools
and other items in preparation for outdoor gardening and recreational
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2.5-inch flowers are pink, shad-
ing to creamy white in the cen-
ter, with a yellow throat. ‘Opera
Supreme Pink Morn’ plants
have many qualities that every
gardener wants to find. Plants
are continuously flowering.
Gardeners can relax and let the
plants do what comes naturally,
flower. The hybrid plants are
capable of spreading three feet
in sunny locations. Plants attain
a height of only 4 to 6 inches.
‘Opera Supreme Pink Morn’
can be relied on for exceptional
garden performance without
pruning or deadheading. Less
work enables gardeners more
leisure time in the garden.

Vinca ‘Pacifica
Burgundy Halo’

‘Pacifica Burgundy Halo’ is
the first vinca with a burgundy
halo surrounding a large white
center. This bicolor bloom is a
vivid contrast, exceptionally vis-
ible in an annual garden. Early
flowering with a well balanced

plant form, ‘Pacifica Burgundy
Halo’ is highly recommended
for spring or summer plantings.
With proven heat and drought
tolerance, the garden perfor-
mance of ‘Pacifica Burgundy
Halo’ is assured. In a full sun
garden location, these vinca
plants will reach a foot tall and
wide when mature. Due to the
ease of growing and continuous
flowering, ‘Pacifica Burgundy
Halo’ is perfectly suitable for
any garden or patio planters
that receive sun. Because Vinca
needs less water than other
annuals, planting ‘Pacifica
Burgundy Halo’ in containers
means fewer trips with the hose
to water. Gardeners can rely

on ‘Pacifica Burgundy Halo’

to provide color all summer
without pinching or tending to
plant maintenance.

Pepper ‘Holy Mole’

‘Holy Mole’ is a memo-
rable name and the plant will
provide a memorable harvest
of peppers. It is the first hybrid
pasilla-type pepper, which is
used to make the famous mole
sauce. ‘Holy Mole’ showed
improved vigor, earliness and
considerably higher yield than
the comparisons in side-by-side
trials. A reason for the higher
yield is the virus resistances

bred into the variety. ‘Holy
Mole’ is resistant to two com-
mon viruses that stunt plants
and reduce pepper production.
The immature green peppers
are 7 to 9 inches long and can
be harvested in about 85 days
from transplanting. If fruit

is left on the plant, they will
mature to a dark chocolate
color. The pepper flavor is nutty
and tangy. Mature plants are 3
feet tall; a perfect size for patio
containers. ‘Holy Mole’ is easily
grown in a sunny location and
thrives on summer heat.

Source: All-America Selections

Planting Asparagus

Buy one-year-old, healthy,
disease-free crowns from a
reputable crown grower. A
crown is the root system of a
one-year-old asparagus plant
grown from seed. Each crown
can produce one-half pound
of spears per year when fully
established.

Asparagus can be planted
from seed. However, caring for
the small seedlings until they
become established can be time
consuming. Also, because the
seeds are spaced a few inches
apart, the crowns will have to
be dug and transplanted to
their permanent, wider-spaced
location in the garden after one
year. Thus, one year of potential
spear production is lost due to
transplanting.

Select the new all-male
hybrid asparagus varieties such
as Jersey Giant, Jersey Prince,
and Jersey Knight. These variet-
ies produce spears only on male
plants. Seeds produced on
female plants fall to the ground
and become a seedling weed
problem in the garden. The
all-male hybrids out-yield the
old Mary Washington varieties
by 3 to 1.

Asparagus can be planted
mid-April to late May after the
soil has warmed up to about 50
degrees F. There is no advantage
to planting the crowns in cold,
wet soils. They will not grow
until the soil warms and there is
danger of the plants being more
susceptible to Fusarium crown
rot if crowns are exposed to
cold, wet soils over a prolonged
period. Plant the asparagus at
the west or north side of the

garden so it will not shade the
other vegetables and will not
be injured when the rest of the
garden is tilled.

Dig a furrow no deeper
than 5 to 6 inches. Research has
shown the deeper asparagus
crowns are planted, the more
the total yield is reduced. Apply
about 1 pound of 0-46-0 (triple
superphosphate) or 2 pound
of 0-20-0 (superphosphate)
fertilizer per 50 feet of row in
the bottom of the furrow before
planting. This will make phos-
phorus immediately available to
the crowns. Omitting this pro-
cedure will result in decreased
yields and the spear production
will not be as vigorous.

Place the crowns into the
furrow on top of the fertilizer.
The fertilizer will not burn
the crowns. Space the crowns

1-2 feet apart in the row. If
more than one row is planted,
space the rows five feet apart
from center to center. Wide
between-row spacing is neces-
sary because the vigorously
growing fern will fill in the
space quickly. Wide spacing also
promotes rapid drying of the
fern to help prevent the onset
of fungus diseases.

After planting, back fill the
furrow to its original soil level.
It isn’t necessary to gradually
cover the crowns with a few
inches of soil until the furrow
is filled in. However, do not
compact the soil over the newly
filled furrow or the emergence
of the asparagus will be severely
reduced. Spears should emerge
within one week in moist soils.

Do not harvest the
asparagus during the planting
year. Spears will be produced
from expanded buds on the
crown. As the spears elongate
and reach a height of 8 to 9
inches, the tips will open. The
spear will become woody to
support the small branchlets
that become ferns. The ferns
produce food for the plant
and then move it down to the
crown for next year’s spear
production.

Asparagus is very drought
tolerant and can usually grow
without supplemental watering
because it seeks moisture deep
in the soil. However, if rainfall
is insufficient when planting
or afterwards, it is beneficial to
irrigate the crowns. Otherwise
the plants will become stressed
and vigorous growth will be
impeded.



