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If discovering a few 
loopers on your tomato 
plant means you’re headed 
to the nearest gardening 
center to find a spray, then 
you may want to know there 
are a number of control 
methods that should be 
used before applying 
any chemicals. Chemical 
control for insect pests is 
a  popular type of treat-
ment since it is conve-
nient, fairly inexpensive 
and it typically shows 
fast results. However, using insecticides 
which control a broad range of insects 
can be problematic if they also become 
detrimental to beneficial insects. When 
the number of predators is reduced, pests 
surviving the chemical application may 
be able to reproduce with very few natural 
control agents. Furthermore, the uses of 
chemical control may threaten human 
health if residues are left on food crops. 
Chemicals applied to larger areas such 
as fields or lawns could also potentially 
contaminate our water sources.

Rather than using pesticides as the 
only line of defense, smart gardeners 
also use cultural, biological or physical 
methods to control pests. Learn to recog-
nize beneficial insects in your garden and 
provide adequate habitats for them. Some 
beneficial insects forage on flowers during 
their adult stage, so it may be helpful to 
plant a variety of plants that together will 
provide nectar and pollen from spring to 
fall. Using hay or straw as mulch around 
your vegetables can also provide a good 
habitat for spiders, which are important 
predators of many pests. Listed below are 
a number of beneficial insects you might 
want to get to know.

Spiders (Aranae)
Spiders are not insects, but they are 

the most abundant group of predators 
present in the home landscape. They 
act as important biological controls for 
a wide variety of insects including, but 
not limited to, grasshoppers, crickets, 
moths and true bugs. The ability to create 
uniquely designed webs may be used to 
distinguish certain spiders including sheet 
web spiders, funnel web spiders and orb 
weavers. Although these creatures are 
usually associated with their webs, spiders 
such as the wolf spiders and the crab 
spiders actively hunt or use camouflage to 

Beneficial Insects in the Yard & Garden

hide from approaching prey. In this region 
of the country, there are only a couple 
species of spiders that have toxins in their 
venom. The negative impact of spiders is 
certainly minor compared to the benefits 
they provide.

Praying Mantis (Mantodea)
Mantids prey on a wide range of 

insects and are such avid predators that 
the female will eat the male during or 
after mating. This is possible because 
they have a long “neck” allowing them 
to move their heads 180 degrees. Many 
people make the mistake of destroying the 
mantis egg case because they do not know 
what it is. The egg cases are about the size 
of a quarter and look like many layers of 
cream-colored paper pressed together. 
They are typically found on branches or 
flat surfaces.

Assassin Bugs (Reduviidae)
All assassin bugs are carnivorous and 

use their powerful forelegs to quickly 
capture their prey. After capturing their 
prey, assassin bugs use their rostrum, or 
beak, to inject a poison causing paralysis 
and liquefies the contents inside. Then, the 
beak sucks up the liquefied contents of the 
prey. These beneficial insects are best left 
alone since they may bite, and although 
they are not poisonous, their bite can be 
very painful.

Damsel Bugs (Nabidae)
Damsel bugs have long slender bodies 

with enlarged forelegs for grasping and 
slender back legs allowing them to move 
quickly. These predators tend to prefer 
soybean, alfalfa and grassy fields. However, 
they can be found in the garden, where 
they prefer low-growing grasses and 
ground covers.

Lacewings (Chrysopidae, 
Hemerobiidae)

Lacewings are effective predators 
in both the adult and larval stages. The 
larvae are such voracious feeders they can 
consume more than 200 insects each week. 
The two major families of lacewings are 
green lacewings (Chrysopidae) and brown 
lacewings (Hemerobiidae). Of the two, 
green lacewings are more commonly found 
in yards and gardens.

Ant Lions (Myrmeleontidae)
Ant lion larvae use the unique method 

of building a pit to capture ants and other 
small insects. After digging a pit, the larva 
sits at the bottom with its jaws open, 
waiting for its prey to slide into the trap. 
These pits are constructed in dry sunny 
locations that have sandy soil and protec-
tion from rain and wind. They are most 
commonly found along buildings where 
they are protected by the eaves of the roof.  
Adult ant lions somewhat resemble damsel
flies and are only active during the night. 

Ladybird Beetles, Ladybugs 
(Coccinellidae)

Many people believe all ladybugs are 
of the same species. However, there are 
approximately 350 species of ladybugs in 
North America alone. The name of this 
insect originated in England as “ladybird” 
after the Virgin Mary and later evolved 
into “ladybug” in the United States. The 
majority of ladybugs are predators both as 
adults and larvae, and their prey include a 
wide variety of small insects.

Lacewing larvae (left) and adult (above)

Damsel bug
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Orb weaver spider

Carolina praying mantis

see BENEFICIAL INSECTS on page 12

Multi-colored Asian lady beetle

Wheel bug is a type of assassin bug
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Schedule & map
Wednesday, aug. 1

4-H Horse Jumper Show (Multipurpose Arena)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:30 a .m .

In the Jumper classes, exhibitors ride a course with jumps of various types .

English attire and tack are used .

Static Exhibits on Display (Lincoln Room)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 9 a .m .–9 p .m .

Come see the very best Lancaster County has to showcase! Residents exhibit their 

talents and earn ribbons! Open Class categories of Farm Products, Foods, Textiles 

and Fine Arts are open to anyone . 4-H youth enter exhibits in more than 100 

4-H project areas . FFA youth exhibit projects in FFA Ag Mechanics .

Open Class statiC exhibits spOnsOred by Campbell’s nurseries & Garden Centers inC., Cash-Wa 

distributinG, earl may nursery & Garden Center, hanCOCk FabriCs, linCOln needleWOrker’s Guild, 

linCOln pOultry, red star yeast, rOCa berry Farms, rOtellas bakery, runza restaurants, seW Creative, 

and sherWin-Williams CO.

Open Class Poultry Show (Pavilion 1 - Walkway)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 10 a .m .

Exhibitors of all ages show their large fowl, bantams, feathered-legged, ducks, bantam 

ducks, geese, turkeys and guinea fowl to compete for championship honors .

KFOR 1240 AM Live Remote .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 11 a .m .–1 p .m .

Cathy Blythe of KFOR 1240 AM radio will broadcast live from the Lancaster County Fair .

 4-H Household Pets Show/Quiz Bowl (Pavilion 3 - Exhibit Hall)  .  .  .  .  . Noon

4-H members exhibit a wide variety of household pets, including guinea pigs, hamsters and 

caged birds . Judges interview exhibitors on overall care of and knowledge of their little 

critters . Quiz bowl follows .

4-H English Horse Show — English Showmanship/ 

 English Pleasure/English Equitation (Multipurpose Arena)

 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1 hour after 4-H English Horse Jumping Show

These classes showcase horse manners, movement & attitude and exhibitor’s 

horsemanship (skill at riding horses) . English Horse Show uses hunter-type horses .

English attire and tack are used .

4-H Poultry Show (Pavilion 1 - West Arena & Walkway)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .1:30 p .m .

4-H’ers show their poultry projects in the categories of: Large Fowl, Bantams, Ducks, 

Geese, Turkeys, Guinea Fowl and Pet Class .

Racing Pigs (Between Pavilion 1 and 2) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . Afternoon–Evening

A long-time favorite with fair-goers is Daryl’s Racing Pigs . Audience members guess which 

pig will finish first. Fun, FREE event to watch! 

spOnsOred by steWart’s & sOns’ Gravel and sand

Papa Bear Carvings (North of Pavilion 1)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . Afternoon–Evening

Watch chainsaw artist Nick Jensen of Papa Bear Carvings carve logs into unique pieces of 

art in front of your eyes! Bears, eagles and pheasants are just a few of his creations . Fair-

goers have the opportunity to purchase Jensen’s carvings at auctions Friday and Saturday .

spOnsOred by eriCksOn & sederstrOm

Carnival (Southwest of Buildings)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 5 p .m .–Midnight

This year’s carnival is packed with nearly 25 rides, games and concessions! New this year 

are Pirates of the Caribbean, Water Boats for little kids, House of Mirrors, Scrambler, and 

a new funnel cake stand . Unlimited rides for $18 during special wristband session 6–11 p .m .

presented by blues amusement Carnival and lanCaster COunty Fair bOard

Dunk Tank (Courtyard)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Evening

Test your aim while helping raise funds for landscaping at the Lancaster Event Center .

presented by 4-h rabbits r us Club

BB Gun Shooting Range (Covered Walkway)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .Evening

Try your hand at the BB gun shooting range . No cost . Open to everybody, this is an 

opportunity to learn about 4-H Shooting Sports .

presented by the lanCaster COunty 4-h shOOtinG spOrts Club

4-H Horse Show — Horsemanship Pairs/Freestyle Drill Teams

(Multipurpose Arena)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1/2  hour after 4-H English Horse Show, 
not to start before 6 p .m .

In Horsemanship Pairs, two riders must ride a pattern in synch . In the freestyle drill teams, 

three to 25 riders perform a show set to music and choreographed by the youth . Horses 

and riders are often in costume .

4-H/FFA Cattle Fitting Contest (Pavilion 1 - East Arena)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6 p .m .

Teams of two 4-H/FFA members have one hour to blow, groom and prepare their beef 

animal for show . One member of the team will participate in the showmanship phase .

4-H Rabbit Breed ID Contest/Quiz Bowl (Pavilion 1 - Walkway)  .  .  .  .  .6:30 p .m .

In the Breed Identification contest, exhibitors must correctly identify ten breeds, 

including variety and color . 4-H members test their rabbit knowledge .

4-H Style Revue (Pavilion 3 - Exhibit Hall)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7 p .m .

4-H’ers model their clothing projects with pride and style. Judges look for selection, fit, 

creativity and accessories .

Figure-8-Races (East of Amy Countryman Arena) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 7 p .m .

Back at the fair for the second year in a row! Who doesn’t enjoy a race? And better yet — 

a race with lots of crashes! Figure 8 is a demolition derby and a race! As these vehicles 

circle the track (which is shaped like an 8), there’s sure to be plenty of banging around at 

the intersection . Drivers need to out-think and out-maneuver their competitors in order 

to win . Gates open at 6 p .m .  Admission is $5, kids 5 and under are free . Pit passes available 

for $35 . Concessions and beer available .

presented by lanCaster COunty Fair bOard; spOnsOred by advanCe autO; dOuble eaGle beveraGe; 

k & z distributiOn; nCs equipment rental; rOd’s pOWer spOrts; and travelOdGe

   FREE admission!
FREE entertainment!

FREE parking!

Pre-Fair schedule
Saturday, July 21 — Open Class Horse Dressage Show 

(Multipurpose Arena) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 8:30 a .m .

Exhibitors of all ages compete in Open Dressage Schooling .  This show is a recog-

nized Nebraska Dressage Association schooling show .

spOnsOred by hOWard JOhnsOn inn, sChWisOW COnstruCtiOn inC and WOlFe brOthers

Friday, July 27 — Open Class Horse Performance Show 

(Multipurpose Arena) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 6:30 p .m .

Exhibitors of all ages compete in English Equitation, English Pleasure, Walk Trot, 

Novice Walk Trot, Western Pleasure, Western Horsemanship and Reining .

spOnsOred by hOWard JOhnsOn inn, sChWisOW COnstruCtiOn inC and WOlFe brOthers

Saturday, July 28 — Open Class Horse Speed Events Show

(Multipurpose Arena) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 p .m .

Exhibitors of all ages compete in Poles, Stake Race, Keyhole, Flag Drop Race, Bar-

rels and Novice Barrels .
spOnsOred by hOWard JOhnsOn inn, sChWisOW COnstruCtiOn inC and WOlFe brOthers

Monday, July 30 — 4-H Shooting Sports Contest (Pavilion 3 - 

Exhibit Hall) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .
 .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 2 p .m .

4-H members compete in BB Gun/Pellet Rifle and Pellet Pistol.

Open Class & 4-H/FFA Static Exhibit Check-in

(Lincoln Room)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 4–8 p .m .

Open Class categories are open to anyone . For complete information on how to 

enter exhibits in the Lancaster County Fair, pick up a 2007 lancaster County Fair 

Open Class, 4-h & FFa Fair book . Fair Books are available at the Lancaster Event 

Center or online at www .lancastereventcenter .com/fair .html

Tuesday, July 31 — 4-H Horse Show — Dressage 

(Multipurpose Arena) .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .8:30 a .m .

Dressage is the performance of a specific pattern of movements — horse and 

rider are judged on presentation, accuracy and obedience of the horse . English 

attire and tack are used .

4-H Horse Show — Hunter Hack Jumper (Multipurpose

Arena)  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  .  . 1 hour after 4-H Horse Dressage Show

Hunter Hack classes showcase a combination of skills — jumping, horse movement 

& attitude, and exhibitor horsemanship (skill at riding horses) . Uses hunter-type 

horses . English attire and tack are used .  

LancastER EvEnt cEntER

84th & Havelock, Lincoln

(402) 441-6545 • www.lancastereventcenter.com

August 1–5

2007

Lancaster county Fair

does not include check-in and release times

Expanded
Petting Zoo!

Party with the 

Party with the Animals!

Free!


