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Pioneer Farm Family 
Award Applications 

Due May 1
The Knights of Ak-Sar-Ben and the Nebraska Association 

of Fair Managers will recognize Nebraska Pioneer Farm Fami-
lies at the Lancaster County Fair. Titled “Nebraska Pioneer 
Farm Family Award,” local recognition requires the land of a 
family in Lancaster County must have been owned by some 
member of the family for a century or more.

Applications for this year’s recognition are due no later 
than May 1. Applications can be obtained by contacting 
Deanna Karmazin at 441-7180.

The University of Nebraska–Lincoln is an equal opportunity educator and employer with a comprehensive plan for diversity.

Food ScientistOn-Air Producer Business Manager

For more information,  
call (800) 742-8800, ext. 2541 
or go to www.casnr.unl.edu

The College of Agricultural Sciences and Natural Resources offers 24 degree programs 
and two pre-professional programs which can lead you to an exciting career!

Your 4-H Talent Can Lead
to an Exciting Career!

Tornadoes are relatively 
short-lived local storms. They 
are composed of violently 
rotating columns of air that 
descend in the familiar fun-
nel shape from thunderstorm 
cloud systems. The weather 
conditions that tend to gener-
ate tornados are unseason-
ably warm and humid earth 
surface air, cold air at middle 
atmospheric levels and strong 
upper-level jet stream winds. 

Tornadoes can occur 
anywhere in the United States 
during any month of the year. 
However, the Great Plains and 
Gulf Coast States experience 
the largest number of torna-
does. The greatest frequency of 
tornadoes occur in April, May 
and June. 

The destructive path of 
a tornado averages about 250 
yards in width and 15 miles in 
length. In extreme conditions, a 
tornado may travel more than 
300 miles and leave a path of 
total destruction more than 
a mile wide. Tornadoes will 
travel up to 60 mph, with wind 
speeds approaching 400 mph 
within the tornado’s center. 
Tornadoes usually travel from a 
westerly direction to an easterly 
direction.

Signs and Warnings
Tornadoes develop during 

severe thunderstorms. While 
not all thunderstorms create 
tornadoes, the potential is 
there. During violent weather, 
keep tuned to a local television 
or radio station for tornado 
reports.

If you are outside and see a 
funnel-shaped cloud with obvi-
ous rotating motion, it may be 
a tornado. As a tornado devel-
ops, it will produce a loud roar 
that grows louder as the funnel 
cloud touches the ground. 
When nearby, a tornado has a 

loud sound comparable to the 
combined roars of several jet 
engines.

The National Severe 
Storms Forecast Center in 
Norman, Oklahoma issues 
tornado watches. Local 
National Weather Service 
offices issue tornado warnings. 
Local Emergency Management 
officials may sound sirens dur-
ing a tornado warning.

A tornado watch indi-
cates conditions are right for a 
tornado to develop and the sky 
should be watched.

A tornado warning 
indicates a tornado has been 
sighted or has been indicated 
on radar. Warnings will give the 
location of the tornado and the 
area immediately affected by 
the warning.

How Can You 
Prepare for a 

Tornado?
• The best preparation for a 

tornado is to designate a safe 
place in or around your home 
as a tornado shelter. Tornado 
shelters are safest if they are 
underground. A storm cellar 
or basement away from win-
dows offers the best protec-
tion.

• If neither of these is available, 
plan to find shelter under 
heavy furniture or mattresses 
near an inside wall of your 
house on the ground floor. 
Get under solid furniture or 
cover yourselves with mat-
tresses pulled off the bed.

• Plan tornado drills with your 
family so everyone knows 
what to do.

• Know the location of the 
designated shelter where you 
work or go to school.

• Plan to evacuate your manu-
factured (mobile) home.

• Make an inventory of your 

household furnishings and 
other possessions.

• Supplement the written in-
ventory with photographs or 
video. Keep inventories and 
pictures in a safe deposit box 
or some other safe place away 
from the premises.

What Should You 
do When a Tornado 
Warning is Issued?

• If you have a storm cellar or 
shelter, go to it immediately 
with your family. If no shelter 
is available, go to your base-
ment and get under a heavy 
workbench or stairs. Do not 
position yourself directly 
underneath heavy appliances 
on the floor above you.

• If your home has no base-
ment, stay in the center of the 
house away from the win-
dows or in a small room on 
the ground floor away from 
outside walls. Take cover 
under solid furniture or mat-
tresses. Protect your head.

Tornado Awareness – A Guide to Survival

• In mobile homes or vehicles, 
leave and take shelter in a 
substantial structure. If there 
is no nearby shelter, lie flat in 
the nearest ditch or culvert 
and cover your head with 
your hands.

• In any large building, such as 
an office or department store, 
avoid all large, poorly sup-
ported roofs. Go to the base-
ment or to an interior hallway 
on a lower floor.

• Do not drive. You are safer in 
a home or basement shelter 
than in a car.

• If you are driving in a city 
and spot a tornado, get out of 
your car and go to a nearby 
building immediately.

• If you are driving in open 
country, drive at a right angle 
away from the tornado’s path 
if you can safely do so. Do not 
try to outrun the storm. If 
you cannot avoid the tornado, 
get out of your car. Lie flat in 
the nearest depression, such 
as a ditch, culvert or ravine. 
Protect your head and stay 
low to the ground.

What Should You do 
After a Tornado?

• After a tornado passes, keep 
tuned to the local radio or 
TV station to get an all-clear 
signal before leaving your 
shelter.

• Sometimes more than one 
tornado will develop during 
a violent storm so keep alert 
to the possibility of more 
tornados.

• Re-enter buildings with 
extreme caution they may be 
unstable.

• Be alert to fire hazards such as 
broken electric wires or dam-
aged electrical equipment, 
gas or oil leaks or smoldering 
piles.

• Report broken utility lines to 
appropriate authorities.

LES – 475-3233
Cablevision – 421-0300
Peoples Natural Gas –  

1-800-303-0357
Windstream 

Communications – 611
Police NON-Emergency 

– 441-6000
• Please do not call 911 unless 

you have an emergency.
• Have damage to your property 

assessed by your insurance 
company.

Source: Lancaster County Emergency 
Management. For more information 
or presentations on a number of topics 
contact at 441-7441.
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The Hallam tornado of May 22, 2004 was rated F4.

Prepare a  
Family Disaster 

Supplies Kit

The Federal Emergency 
Management Agency and 
American Red Cross has 
information online at www.
fema.gov/pdf/library/fdsk.
pdf how to prepare a family 
disaster supplies kit.


