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Nebraska 4-H Summer Camps Provide 
Ultimate Camping Experience for Youth

“I learned that you have to believe 
in yourself and you can do it!” said 
one youth who attended a 4-H camp 
last year. Another youth said, “I loved 
the high wires and zip line in the dark 
— and learned not to be afraid to 
try new things.” Yet another said, “I 
learned that you can make as many 
friends as you want and keep them.”

Specializing in leadership develop-
ment and team building, 4-H summer 
camps create positive memories which 
last a lifetime. Camps are open to all 
youth ages 5–19 (need not be in 4-H). 

University of Nebraska–Lincoln 
Extension, through its 4-H Youth 
Development Program, has been 
operating 4-H camps for more than 
40 years. All staff members are 
trained and certifi ed by extension. 

“We want youth to leave our 
camp better equipped to make 
healthy, positive and informed 
decisions,” said Buzz Wheeler, 
camp director for the Eastern 
Nebraska 4-H Center.

3 Camp Facilities
With three unique Nebraska 

locations at Halsey, Gretna and 
Alma, there are over 40 day and 
overnight camp sessions and 
trips this summer! Since the 
Eastern Nebraska 4-H Camp near 
Gretna is clos-
est to Lincoln, 
many Lancaster 
County youth at-
tend camps there, 
however, local youth 
also attend camps at 
the other two locations.

The 4-H camps and centers all meet 
more than 300 standards established by the 
American Camping Association. The Eastern 
and State camps have been certifi ed for several 
years. Last year, the South Central camp also 
became certifi ed. 

Wide Range of Activities
Some 4-H camp sessions offer a range 

of activities while others focus on a specifi c 
theme. For example, “Explorer Elementary” 
camps are loaded with adventures such as 
the T.R.U.S.T. rope course, canoeing, shoot-
ing sports and creek stomping, and “Aquatic 
Blast” camps focus on wet experiences such 
as water slides, fi shing and mud Gau Gau.

Most camps include one to three 
overnight stays in comfortable cabins. Four 
camps aimed at youth ages 5–8 are one-day 
camps — and adult chaperones are invited!

This year, there are four exciting new 
camps: “Focus on 4-H,” “Take a Friend, 
Make a Friend — World Celebration,” “CSI 
— Gretna,” and “Lights, Camera, Action 
— Arts/Drama Camp.”

How to Register
2006 4-H Summer Camp brochures have 

complete information about all camps as well 
as registration forms. Brochures are available 
at the extension offi ce or online at http://4h.
unl.edu/camp/. New this year,  register online 
at 4h.unl.edu!

Save 10% by registering before April 1.
With a variety of lengths, interest areas, 

locations and prices, 4-H camps fi t perfectly 
with your child’s summer activities!

Date Camp Audience Early Bird/Fee

EASTERN NEBRASKA 4-H CENTER, GRETNA
May 27 Kids - N - Critters Day Camp ages 5-8* $25/$28
June 5-8 Focus on 4-H ages 8-15 $162/$178
June 9-10 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $85/$93
June 12-15 Niobrara Tube Trip ages 11-15 $302/$332
June 19-23 Boldly Bound ages 11-15 $262/$288
June 20-22 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $127/$140
June 26-29 Biking Bound ages 11-15 $302/$332
July 5-8 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $162/$178
July 5-8 Discovery - Middle School ages 11-15 $162/$178
July 10-14 Outdoor Skills - Nebraska Game & Parks ages 11-15 $262/$288
July 11-13 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $127/$140
July 24-28 Aquatic Blast - Elementary ages 8-11 $262/$288
July 24-28 Aquatic Blast - Middle School ages 11-15 $262/$288
July 29  Kids - N - Water Day Camp ages 5-8* $25/$28
July 31-Aug 3 Take a Friend, Make a Friend - World Celebration ages 8-15 $162/$178
July 31-Aug 3 Nebraska Canoe, Cast, & Climb Adventure ages 14-19 $302/$332
Aug 4 Kids - N - Krazy Day Camp ages 5-8* $25/$28
Aug 5 Kids - N - Water Day Camp ages 5-8* $25/$28
Aug 7-9 CSI - Gretna ages 11-15 $127/$140
Aug 10-11 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $85/$93

NEBRASKA STATE 4-H CAMP, HALSEY
May 30-June 2 Sandhills Sampler 1 ages 11-15 $164/$180
June 5-8 Sandhills Canoe and Fish Combo ages 11-15 $229/$252
June 5-8 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $164/$180
June 8-9 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $73/$80
June 13-16 Sandhills Academy ages 14-19 $245/$269
June 19-22 Outdoor Skills - Nebraska Game & Parks ages 11-15 $202/$222
June 23  Kids - N - Krazy Day Camp ages 5-8* $25/$28
June 26-30 Outback Halsey ages 11-15 $214/$235
June 26-28 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $114/$125
June 28-30 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $114/$125
July 5-7 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $114/$125
July 11-14 Nibobrara Tube Trip 1 ages 11-15 $197/$216
July 18-21 Nibobrara Tube Trip 2 ages 11-15 $197/$205
July 23-26 Focus on 4-H for Girls ages 11-15  $214/$235
July 27-30 Focus on 4-H for Boys ages 11-15 $214/$235
July 31-Aug 3 Sandhills Sampler 2 ages 11-15 $164/$180

SOUTH CENTRAL 4-H CENTER, ALMA
June 4-8 LIFEstock Camp ages 11-15  $194/$213
June 12-15 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $158/$174
June 14-17 Your Horse and You ages 11-19 $194/$213
June 15-17 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $98/$108
June 19-23 Discovery Ranch Camp ages 11-15  $206/$226
June 19-22 Survivor Camp - Fishing/Wildlife Adventure ages 8-15 $158/$174
June 26-30 Lights, Camera, Action - Arts/Drama Camp ages 11-15 $218/$240
June 26-29 Take a Friend, Make a Friend ages 8-11 $158/$174
June 27-29 Explorer Elementary ages 8-11 $110/$121
July 5-8 Technomania Camp ages 11-15 $158/$174

10% 
early bird 

discount by
registering 

before 
April 1! 

*If chaperones attend, they must pay a lunch fee of $5

New!

New!

New!

New!

SPECIAL 
INSERT: WEED 
AWARENESS 
Prepared by the 
Lancaster County 
Weed Control 
Authority

Weed Awareness
Prepared by

The County Commissioners serve as the Lancaster County Weed Control Authority. 

Russell Shultz serves as the superintendent and supervises a seasonal staff of six weed inspectors with the assistance  

of Chief Inspector Barb Frazier and Linda Spilker,  Account Clerk. 

444 Cherrycreek Road, Bldg. ‘B’, Lincoln, NE 68528 • (402) 441-7817 • www.ci.lincoln.ne.us/cnty/weeds 

Plumeless Thistle

Canada Thistle
Purple Loosestrife

Leafy Spurge
Musk Thistle

Learn to Recognize Nebraska’s Noxious Weeds

The Nebraska Noxious Weed Control Act states it is the duty of each person who owns or controls land to effectively  

control noxious weeds on such land. Pictured are Nebraska’s noxious weeds which can be found in Lancaster County.* 

Saltcedar

Noxious weed is a legal term used to denote a destructive or harmful weed for the purpose of regulation. The Director of Agriculture establishes which plants are noxious. 

These non-native plants compete aggressively with desirable plants and vegetation. Failure to control noxious weeds in this state is a serious problem which is detrimental to 

the production of crops and livestock and to the welfare of residents of this state. Noxious weeds may also devalue land and reduce tax revenue.

*Nebraska’s noxious weeds Spotted and Diffuse Knapweeds have not be found in Lancaster County. 

The Lancaster County Weed 

Control Authority approves an annual 

noxious weed control plan that guides 

the operations of the staff for the year. 

It sets forth an overall goal of obtaining 

voluntary compliance with the Nebraska 

Noxious Weed Control Act and the City 

of Lincoln’s Weed Abatement Program. 

Efforts are directed at making landown-

ers aware and receptive to the require-

ments of the law and ordinance and 

willingness to comply. The inspection 

program is used to identify properties 

requiring follow-up actions to obtain 

compliance. Compliance is obtained 

with 70–75 percent of the notifications 

being a personal contact, card or letter 

rather than a legal notice.

Inspection Activity 
A total of 7,175 inspections were 

made of 3,301 sites on 23,848 acres dur-

ing the year. We found 2,839 violations 

on 5,723 acres. Violations increased 341 

from last year, requiring 583 more in-

spections. There are four county inspec-

tors outside the city limits of Lincoln 

and there are three inspectors in the city 

of Lincoln. Funds from a National Fish 

& Wildlife Foundation Grant provided 

for a seasonal inspector for two months 

to make inspections for purple loose-

strife along the streams in Lincoln. The 

inspection season lasts from April until 

December. 
Lancaster County Noxious 

Weed Control Program — Infesta-

tions were found on 1,004 sites covering 

4,908 acres. These infestations were 

found as a result of 2,388 inspections on 

1,160 sites. The number of infestations 

found decreased by 63, but the acres 

remained about the same. There were 

114 less purple loosestrife infestations 

found. This decrease was the result of 

less ornamental plantings found. There 

were 17 new wild infestations found 

along streams that were escapes from 

the ornamental plantings. The number 

of infestations found by noxious weed is 

shown above. Of these sites, 791 were 

controlled by landowners. The Authority 

controlled 42 sites on 30 acres. The fall 

inspection of musk thistle was reduced 

because of the dry weather. Conditions 

were not good for optimum control. 

Control was deferred to spring on 74 

sites.
City of Lincoln Weed Abate-

ment Program — Even though the 

weather conditions were dry, weed 

abatement demand was greater. The 

number of weed abatement violations 

increased by 404. This created a 28 

percent increase in inspection workload. 

There were 4,787 inspections made on 

2,141 sites on 1,060 acres. There were 

1,835 violations as a result of 1,674 

complaints. There was a continuing em-

phasis on obtaining voluntary compli-

ance of landowners. Almost 94 percent 

of owners cut their overgrowth after 

notification. This was accomplished 

with 70 percent of the notifications be-

ing other than legal notifications. Bank-

ruptcies continue to be a problem. We 

published 142 notifications in the paper. 

Forced cutting had to be performed on 

107 sites at the cost of $13,962. Of these 

sites, 81 had to be specially assessed for 

$10,557. 

Public Awareness 
The major information efforts are 

a four-page Weed Awareness special 

insert in the March Lancaster County 

Extension Nebline, and maintaining and 

updating Internet Home page. There are 

11,000 copies of the Weed Awareness 

insert published and there were 44,723 

hits on the Web site in 2005. Other 

informational efforts include over 1,000 

special mailings, almost 3,000 notifica-

tions of violations, several news articles 

and a state fair exhibit.

Other Activities
Other activities include mak-

ing inspections for weed-free forage 

certification, participating with the 

Lower Platte Weed Management Area, 

attending required continuing education 

sessions and actively participating in the 

Nebraska Weed Control Association and 

the North American Weed Management 

Association.

About the 
Weed Control 

Authority
The Weed Control Authority 

is responsible for implementation 

of the Nebraska Noxious Weed 

Control Act throughout Lancaster 

County. The authority has also 

provided the inspection and ad-

ministration of the City of Lin-

coln’s Weed Abatement Program 

since entering into an interlocal 

agreement with the city in 1996. 

������������������

Our mission is for the edu-

cation of the public concerning 

noxious weeds and to exercise 

the necessary authority to obtain 

effective control of noxious weeds 

county-wide and the education of 

the public concerning weed abate-

ment and to exercise the neces-

sary authority to cut and clear 

overgrown weeds and worthless 

vegetation in the City of Lincoln. 

1. Make the landowners of 

Lancaster County aware of the 

legal requirements and benefits 

of controlling noxious weeds. 

2. Make the citizens of Lincoln 

aware of legal requirements and 

benefits of cutting and clearing 

overgrown weeds and worthless 

vegetation. 
3. Efficiently and effectively exer-

cise authority when necessary to 

obtain acceptable noxious weed 

control. 
4. Improve efficiency and effec-

tiveness of operations through 

management techniques.

2005 Annual Report
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1,004 Total Noxious Weed 

Violations/ Infestations


