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An abundance of large trees
and shady areas in your yard
can be a challenge to the
creative gardener, rather than an
obstacle to good gardening.
Shady places that provide cool,
refreshing areas of beauty
during summer’s heat also can
contribute color and interest to
the landscape throughout the
growing season.

Gardening in the shade
doesn’'t have to be frustrating.
Some plantswill tolerate
relatively low light, and afew
actually thriveinit. You can
choose from an array of
flowering annuals, perennials,
bulbs and woodland plants for
color. Many groundcovers do
well in problem areas. In light
shade, you might even be able
to grow a few herbs or leafy
vegetables. The trick is to know
which plants are most likely to
succeed and then to give them
the kind of care that will
improve their chances. You aso
have to be willing to experiment
a bit to find which plants grow
best on your property.

First, assess how much
light the plantswill actually

isvita that plants
growing in the shade
of large trees and
shrubs, or sheltered by
your home or garage,
be watered regularly
even during times of
seemingly adequate
rainfall.

Soil fertility also
can be a source of
trouble. Trees and
shrubs fill the soil with feeder
roots that greedily use up
nutrients as readily asthey are
applied. It often seems that the
more you water and fertilize,
the more roots with which you
have to contend. Yet adequate
fertility is an absolute must for
al your plants because without
it, they are bound to be small
and their growth will be weak.
In most cases, a spring applica-
tion of abalanced fertilizer,
followed by one or two applica-
tions as the season progresses,
will help your shade plants
survive the competition of tree
and shrub roots. If root compe-
tition is a serious problem,
planting in containers above
ground isaviable aternative.

till frost, annualswill
work well except in
dense shade. Flowering
annuals do not bloom
well in heavy shade; they
all blossom more profusely as
light is increased. Some annu-
als, however, do better in light
shade than in full sun, which
may fade colors or cause
wilting the moment there is any
moisture stress.

Impatiens are becoming an
increasingly popular annual
since they are now availablein a
wide range of intense colors
and heights. Browallias, coleus,
wax begonias, dwarf salvias
and other shade tolerant annuals
will begin blooming soon after
frost danger is past if you start

repeat the performance the
following year, though, the
leaves must receive full sunlight
for most of the day until they
die back naturally. This builds
up food reserves for the next
blooming cycle. Without
enough sunlight, you'll get
leaves each year but no flowers.
Some spring bulbs such as
crocus, scillas, snowdrops and
species tulips bloom and
produce leaves early enough,
before the trees leaf out, so that
they receive adequate amounts
of sun to blossom annually in a
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