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What If You Could Access Extension’s
Educational Resources at the Push of a Button?

Soni Cochran
Extension Associate

Sinceits beginning, Coop-
erative Extension hasdelivered
research-based knowledge to
communities through direct
teaching and publications. We
still do. But over the years, new
technologies have provided
Cooperative Extension additional
methods of helping people put
knowledge to work.

The Information
Highway

Of all the technologies, the
Internet has had the greatest
impact on how people access
information. Cooperative
Extension uses the Web to
maximize the accessihility of its
educational materials. You can
access Cooperative Extension’'s
online resources 24-hours a day/
7 days a week/365 days a year!
In addition, search engines make
finding what you are looking for
as easy and as fast astyping in a
keyword!

University of Nebraska
Cooperative Extensionin
Lancaster County began putting
educational resourcesonlinein
1997. Now, we have more than
4,000 Web pages of information!
Not only do Lancaster County
residents, Nebraskans and
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Americans utilize our site, but
we have Web users from more
than 100 countries monthly.
Keeping It Easy to Use

In order to keep Cooperative
Extension’sextensiveonline
information manageable, we
work hard so you don’t have to.
Educational resources are
organized by subject matter, and
often cross referenced, for easy
navigation.

Users can search the entire
site, or search all of UNL’s
Institute of Agriculture and
Natural Resources Web servers.
Our educational materials are
often among the first shown in
Google or other search engine
searches.

Our siteis updated daily, and
the home page features timely
topics. A calendar shows
upcoming extension programs at
aglance.

Weaving the Web Into

“Teachable Moments’
Learning isacontinual
process and online materials can
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be accessed whenever there is

“teachable moment.” Many

times this occurs in formal (and

usually planned) settings such as
classrooms, programs and
workshops. Often it is more
informal (and immediate) such
as one-on-one contact, phone
conversations and e-mail.

Community professionals,
educators, parents, grandpar-
ents, youth and individuals are
recognizing Cooperative Exten-
sion as a source for unbiased,
research-based information and
education on the Internet. Here
are some resources being
readily used in “teachable
moments.”

« Teachers, students and parents
utilize the 4-H Embryology
Web site to view movie clips
of eggs being candled, baby
chicks hatching and EGG Cam
to supplement classroom
materials, research and home
projects.

* Educators, nutritionists and
dieticiansare downloading
print-ready educational
resources and power-point
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presentations to share with
clientele and classrooms.

* Garden professionals and home
gardeners alike access weekly
articles, pest updates, order
horticulture videos and find
links to University of Nebraska
resources and programs such
as Backyard Farmer.

* Our gardening site also has
many youth gardening
resources suitable for class-
room or home use.

* Awidevariety of individuals
use Cooperative Extension’s
resources to identify insects,
pests and wildlife. For pests,
least toxic control options are
encouraged if control is
necessary.

» Farmers and acreage owners
access the latest information on
agriculture and topics related to
rural living.

Soni Cochran is the Webmaster for the UNL
Cooperative Extension in Lancaster County
Web site, coordinating information from all
staff members and state and national
Extension Web sites. If you have any
comments or suggestions about the Web site,
e-mail her at scochran2@unl.edu.

Sorting Through Internet Clutter

The Internet can be
overwhelming. Information
on the Internet can come
from anyone. Just because
you find it on the Internet
doesn’'t make it true. You have
to judge the source of the
information carefully before
deciding to trust it. It isaso a

1. Isit clear who is respon-
sible for the contents of the
Web site? The site's
sponsor should be repu-
table and unbiased. Does
the siteinclude information
about the author or the
sponsoring agency. Is there
contact information on the

good idea to double check the site?
information by visiting other 2. Is the purpose of the site to
trusted sources. educate?

How do you recognizean 3.
“information Web page” —
whose purpose is to present
factua information? The URL
address typically endsin .edu
or .gov, and many of these
pages are sponsored by
educational institutions or 4.
government agencies. For
examplethe University of

Is the site objective? Is the
information provided as a
public service? Is it free of
advertising? If thereis very
limited advertising, isit
clearly separated from the
informational content?
Does the site indicate dates
when the materia has been
added or updated?Are

Nebraska Cooperative Exten- there other indications the
sionin Lancaster County URL site is kept current?
is http://lancaster.unl.edu 5. Is the information easy to

read and understand? Is it
accurate? Are photos,
graphs and charts used?
Is there a print equivalent
to the Web page?

Here are some questions
you should ask yourself about
an information Web page. The
more you answer “yes,” the 6.
more likely you can determine
whether the sources provides
high information quality.

Source: Checklist for an Information \Web
Page (Widner University)
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What UsersAre Saying

“Thisste[4-H Embryology] isawesomel!!! | amlearning
about embryology and itisawesomeand | get to cometo
the computer |ab everyday to comeontothissite.andit’s
worthit!” —Shannon (age 12)

“School hasjust started and we are aready sending lots of
children homewith head lice. | went onthe Internet and
found your handout to be one of the best.”

—A. Kasselman RN-BSN

“Inmy work, forecasting e ectricity usagefor irrigation
pumping, | haveusedit [irrigation cost Excel spreadshest]
extensively for scenarioanalysis. | haveasousedit, and
recommendedit, asateachingtool for other electric
cooperativestaff in Colorado and Nebraska.”

“First hit for aGoogle search, and gave me exactly the
answer | wanted!”

“Great Ste! | haven't explored al of it but itisawonderful
referenceand very well done. Thank you for working so
hard onit!”

“1 usethese[resources] to educate my patientsinthe
hospital and at health fairs, for co-workers. Thank you so
much, they areall so great!”

“I redly enjoy your monthly e-mail newd etters—they are
awaysfull of useful ideasthat onecan actualy usein
everyday life(such asthisarticle). Showsyou areintouch
with our livesand understand your readers. Thank you.”
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