
The Buzz on Controlling Insects and Other Pests

Termite Workshops Help
Consumers Make Better Decisions

Cultivating Smart Yard and Garden Practices

The Master Gardener Training Program is a volunteer program where people
are given training by University of Nebraska personnel and then in return pro-
vide 40 hours of volunteer time to educational extension programs such as:
� Answering horticulture phone calls
� Presenting educational programs and workshops
� Assisting in 4-H and other youth programs
� Establishing and maintaining community beautification projects

Extension Associate Mary Jane Frogge coordinates the Master Gardener
program for Lancaster County.

The City of Lincoln Parks and Recreation Department offer support to the
Master Gardener trainings and in return, Master Gardeners provide educational
information at public gardens.

In 2003, 40 Lancaster County Master Gardeners logged 2,028 volunteer
hours and had 12,429 direct clientele contacts.

Master Gardeners Field Calls from Public

Gardens and other green
spaces help make cities more en-
joyable, liveable and sustainable.
UNL Cooperative Extension plays
a vital role in teaching communi-
ties horticulture issues customized
for local weather, water, soil and
pest conditions.

Extension also helps property
owners develop healthy, diverse
and functional landscapes that are
energy efficient and less dependant
on pesticides.

In 2003, Extension Educator
Don Janssen and Extension Asso-
ciate Mary Jane Frogge, with the
assistance of Master Gardeners:
� Presented 104 educational pro-

grams to groups and through
other venues such as home and
garden shows.

� Disseminated information
through the media, such as
�Garden Gossip,� a weekly col-
umn in the �Lincoln Journal
Star;� �Lincoln Live� on KFOR
radio; and �Backyard Farmer� on
Nebraska ETV.

� Answered more than 7,200 tele-
phone calls.

� Diagnosed problems via samples
brought to the extension office
or on-site.

� Continued adding educational
resources to the gardening sec-
tion of the Web site.

Extension also educates em-
ployees in the horticulture indus-

try through the Nebraska Commer-
cial Horticulture Clinics and videos.
This year, two videos were devel-
oped: �Annuals for the Landscape�
and �Perennial Selection and Care.�

A teaching curriculum, �The
Dynamics and Profitability of Land-
scaping: Beyond Escrow Flowers,�
was presented to 125 real estate and
land appraiser professionals to pro-
mote functional and sustainable land-
scapes.

Managing Yard Waste
Extension conducted 18 hands-

on composting presentations
throughout Lincoln to teach citizens
how to successfully compost yard

Extension Educator Don Janssen in �Perennial Selection and Care,�
a video developed to educate employees in the

horticulture industry.

Master Gardeners answer horticulture calls during
the growing season.

waste in their own backyards.
More than 350 residents attended
these presentations. An estimated
3,000 residents participate in an in-
formal, self-guided tour of the
composting demonstration site at
University Place Park, 50th and
Colby Streets.

Extension horticulturists also
educate the public on the benefits
of mulching grass clippings
through a �Bag-No-More� cam-
paign.

The City of Lincoln Recycling
Office estimates these educational
programs will extend the life of the
Bluffs Road landfill by three to five
years over the next 25 years.

Plant and Pest
Diagnostic Services

Since 1995, �Everything Homeowners Need to Know About
Termites & Termite Control,� has been presented 35 times in
Lincoln, Omaha and greater Nebraska. More than 1,450 people
have attended.

UNL Cooperative Extension conducts the workshops to
educate consumers to make more informed decisions about
termites and termite control options. The program covers termite
biology and behavior, preventing termite damage, inspecting
homes, and understanding treatments and termiticide labels.

According to a post-workshop survey, 98 percent of those
attending had more confidence in their ability to make decisions
about termite control and 82 percent said the
workshop helped save them
money.

Because applications
are so expensive, edu-
cated consumers can save
thousands of dollars.

Extension also has a
manual, �Subterranean
Termites: A Handbook for
Homeowners,� which is
available on the Internet.

Tim Creger, Nebraska
Department of Agriculture
Pesticide Program Manager,
credits the termite work-
shops for making consum-
ers more aware about im-
proper applications and help-
ing his department uncover
compliance problems with
termiticide applications.
The problem with
termiticide misapplications
are not new, but people
who are better educated
about them understand
what constitutes a proper
application.

Invaded by ants? Mortified by
mice? Spooked by spiders?  UNL
Cooperative Extension in
Lancaster County has extensive
resources to help identify pests
and suggest management options.

Last year, Extension Educa-
tor Barb Ogg and Extension As-
sociate Soni Cochran responded
to more than 2,500 phone calls,
750 walk-in identifications and 400
e-mail requests for information.
Extension�s pest and wildlife Web
pages received more than 1.4 mil-
lion hits.

Ogg often works with com-
munity organizations and industry
professionals in training and dis-
seminating pest control resources
and assistance.

She is part of a team which
recently authored results of a sur-
vey of Nebraska school officials
about pest management practices.
She also contributed material for
several chapters in �Integrated
Pest Management (IPM) in
Schools: A How To Manual.� The
IPM in Schools team is comprised
of UNL faculty, Nebraska Depart-

ments of Agriculture, Education,
Health and Human Services and
other organizations.

A �Cockroach Control
Manual,� written by extension edu-
cators, has been widely acclaimed
as an easy-to-read manual that
teaches low-toxic methods of con-

Throughout the year, Lancaster
County residents bring sick plant parts
and an assortment of insects, pests and
wildlife �signs� to the UNL Coopera-
tive Extension in Lancaster County of-
fice.

A free service, extension horticul-
turists and entomologists identify in-
sects, weeds and diseases in and
around the home and garden and make
recommenda-
tions about the
best way to help
manage these
problems.

People can
save money, protect trees and ornamentals
and their home and eliminate nuisance pests
� often with less pesticides � by having a
correct diagnosis and using expert recom-
mendations.

trolling cockroaches. Translated
into Japanese, both versions on the
Internet receive more than 600,000
hits annually.

Ogg and Cochran have devel-
oped extensive head lice re-
sources, including printed mate-
rial, photos and an award-winning
video, �Removing Head Lice
Safely.� Translated into Spanish
and Arabic, it plays more than 27
times per month on Lincoln Cable
Channel.

Or, just  V. Pedibhotla, Ph.D.,
Product Development - The Scotts
Company, wrote, �I am a frequent
visitor to your Web page. Being
an entomologist, I am particularly
interested in the insects and the
information that goes with your
publications. I hope a lot of
homeowners would find your
web-page useful just like I did.�

At this year�s Home & Garden Show, Extension Educator Barb Ogg
(right) educated attendees about home pest problems.

Extension Associate
Mary Jane Frogge looks at

a plant specimen.

Termite swarmers
(above) in a Lincoln home with an

extensive termite infestation. There
was more than $30,000 of damage to

the house, including a destroyed
house beam (below).

Photo of a drugstore
and cigarette beetle
taken with a digital

microscope and used to
illustrate educational

materials.

�Soni Cochran and Barb Ogg have been �regulars�
on KFOR�s �Problems & Solutions� show, answering
a variety of calls from our listeners. Whenever they
are on, we know it will be wall-to-wall phone calls �
and their wealth of knowledge (with no notes)
never ceases to amaze me.�
�Cathy Blythe, host of �Problems & Solutions� weekdays 9:10�10 a.m. on KFOR 1240AM


