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Poison lvy FE= s

Anyone who has ever —_ie
experienced the blisters, swell- (25
ing, and extreme itching from arg = =
unfortunate encounter with A

Seasonal Needle DrofFiems: bebe &5

oid it whenever possible. It

grows in non-cultivated sites,

O n Ever ree n S such as along stream banks, [
g roadways, railroad tracks, fencef”

rows, and woodlands. It can
Contrary to popular belief, white pine needles turn yellow even make an appearance in

evergreens do not keep their  throughout the tree in fall. The your ornamental shrub or
needles indefinitely. Older, innertree will appear particularly perennial borders. Therefore,
needles, discolor and drop off unhealthy when these yellow  knowing how to identify and
after one to several years, needles outnumber the green control it are the best defenses |
depending on the evergreen in ones. Austrian and Scotch pine against accidental contact.
guestion. also keep their needles for three  The best way to identify
Sometimes the drop occurs years and Norway pine keep  poison ivy (Rhus radicans) is b
slowly. On other occasions, theirs for four years. Needles orits characteristic compound leaf
many needles may turn yellow arborvitae, usually turn brown consisting of three leaflets. The
all at once in late summer or fallrather than yellow when they leaflets are two to four inches
Because weather triggers the age. They often remain attachedong, dull or glossy green with
condition, many evergreens are much longer than mature pine pointed tips. The middle leaflet
likely to show symptoms in the needles. Japanese yew needlesis generally larger than the two
fall. If you are not familiar with  turn yellow and drop in late laterals. The margins of the
this natural process, it could  spring or early summer of their leaflets are variable, appearing
cause you a great deal of third year. Spruce and fir needlesregularly toothed, lobed, or
concern. also yellow and drop with age. smooth. The leaves are posi- -
Each species of evergreens These evergreens retain needlesioned alternately on the stems. ‘Leaves of three —let it be:’
usually keeps its needles for a for several years, so you may ndn contrast, Virginia Creeper, a
definite length of time. White  see needle drop unless you looknon-poisonous vine often
pines are the most dramatically closely on inner branches. Theseistaken for poison ivy, has five ground because their roots may Lie release the resin.
affected. They usually keep threaeedle drop patterns vary from leaflets radiating from one point entangled with the tree’s roots. Once urushiol is released,
years of needles in summer andtree to tree and from year to of attachment. Sever the vine at the base and it can find its way to your skin
two in winter. The three-year oldyear. (MJF) Poison ivy can be found in carefully pull it out of the tree.

" poison ivy’s identifing characteristic is its
compound leaves consisting of three leaflets.

by direct contact with the plant
one of three forms; as an uprighGlyphosate (Roundup or Kleenumnd then spread by touching
o - '|| woody shrub, a trailing shrub  Grass & Weed Killer), a non- other parts of the body. Because
-

running along the ground, or a selective, translocated herbicide, the sticky, oily substance is
woody vine. The vine is usually can be applied to the new shootseasily transmitted, there are
seen growing on trees or other that will soon emerge from the indirect ways to contact it, for
objects for support. Yellowish- base of the old plant. This instance, from the fur of the
green flowers occur in compact herbicide is most effective if family pet, garden tools, garden
clusters in leaf axils, and are  applied to actively growing gloves, clothing, golf balls or
produced in June or July. The foliage. Poison ivy is difficult to other objects that have come in
waxy, berry-like fruit is grayish- control even with herbicides. You contact with an injured plant.
white, with distinct lines mark- may not receive complete controlContrary to popular belief, the
ing the outer surface and is from a single application and rash from poison ivy cannot be
about three-sixteenths of an inclepeat applications to treat transmitted from touching the
in diameter. regrowth may be necessary. Otheyozing blisters.
There are three methods thdierbicide brands or formulations If you know you have
can be effective in eradicating may be found at your local gardesontacted poison ivy, wash the
poison ivy in ornamental beds. center. Be sure to read the label tarea as soon as possible with
They include hand pulling or  ensure that poison ivy is listed onsoap and cool water. Warm water
grubbing; severing the vine and the label, then follow the may cause the resin to penetrate
then treating the regrowth with manufacturer’s directions. the skin faster. Because urushiol
an herbicide; or applying an When poison ivy is found in can penetrate in a matter of
herbicide to individual leaflets. the midst of your prized orna- minutes, you may still get a rash,
Hand pulling is most mental plants, special care but at least you have contained
successful when the soil is should be taken to eliminate it. the infected area. A visible
moist. The roots can be dug andPaint the individual leaflets with reaction, redness and swelling
pulled out in long pieces. Care a non-selective herbicide like  may be apparent within 12 to 24
should be taken to remove the glyphosate to avoid harming  hours. Contact your family
entire root because the plant cadesirable plants. physician or pharmacist for
resprout from sections of root The blistering rash caused recommendations for effective
left in the ground. Avoid skin by poison ivy is the direct result non-prescription medication.
contact by wearing gloves whileof contact with the oily toxicant, One additional caution is
you work and washing clothing known as urushiol. Urushiol is that people can contract a rash
and gloves immediately after. found in resin ducts within the by exposure to smoke of burning
The washing machine should beplant’s phloem. These ducts arepoison ivy; be careful not to
rinsed thoroughly afterward to found throughout the plant, burn wood with the poison ivy
eliminate the possibility of including the roots, stems, bark,vine attached to it. Take extreme
contaminating other clothing. leaflets and certain flower parts.caution to avoid inhaling smoke
Vines growing on trees can The plant has to be crushed, or contact of smoke with skin
be difficult to pull out of the broken, or in some way injured and clothing. (MJF)

Horticulture
information center

s R
|| NUFACT day, 7 days a Wet

24 hours & o o
-800-832- ;
|| }lfl-7188 in the Lincoln area

NURCTS information cen:glrj o
ssage call the number qbgve ?rr:b?a o

o len enter a three-digit nu e
\ . P 7180 teeceive a brochur

441- _
|| 2(\3]\3\\,\(2 I\?L?\\’-\ACTS message topics. (MJF)

r—-
1
1
1
1

ll To listento &

! NUFACTS _
! 122 Fall Watering ol
1 138 Tree Stump Re
1 151 lris Care
i 152 Peony Care
Cannas
l e nder Bulb C&
166 Te _
' 181 Dethatching a Lawn
! 182 Seeding a lven .
1 184 Aerify YourCLaiv;
all Lawn
|| ;?Lg ‘t:\/loving Housep\ants Indo®r
1 239 Apple Harve:‘ung
it Stora
' ZLA% ‘k:-lr::;[/estinggPeaches and Pears
! ; ing Gourds
271 Drying ®
! 284 Sweet Potato
1
1
=

285 Storing Squash

<
Norfolk Island Pine

The Norfolk Island pine bright green, half inch long tables. Norfolk Island pines as most common

is an evergreen plant suitableneedles that taper to a fine pointgrow well in indirect sunlight.  houseplants. It cannot

for a houseplant. It can be The Norfolk Island pine is a Night temperatures of 50 to 55 tolerate soggy or saturated

used in a variety of decorativelong lasting houseplant that degrees Fahrenheit and day  soil. Norfolk Island pines do

purposes. In its native habitat,grows 3 to 6 inches a year. A temperatures of 68 to 72 degreesot require frequent fertiliza-

: it can grow to a height of large Norfolk Island pine makes are optimal for plant growth.  tion. Use any complete

220 feet with a trunk up an excellent display in entrance However, the Norfolk Island houseplant fertilizer and

oY to 10 feet in diameter.  halls or foyers, and presents a pine will tolerate temperatures follow the manufacturer’s
As a small plant, it is good first impression of the between 45 and 85 degrees. recommendations. These

very uniform with branches  home or office. Smaller plants The soil should be kept onlypines need to be repotted

parallel to the ground. These are handsome attractions for  lightly moistened. This plant  every three to four years to

\ ; branches have rows of soft,  coffee tables, desks, and end does not require as much water allow for growth. (MJF)




