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Horticulture

Horticulture

information center

NUFACTS

24 hours a day, 7 days a week

1-800-832-5441; or

441-7188 in the Lincoln area

To listen to a NUFACTS information center

message, call the number above on a touch-tone

phone, then enter a three-digit number listed

below.  Call 441-7180 to receive a brochure with

all the NUFACTS message topics. (MJM)

NUFACTS

111 Tree Borer Insects

123 Bronze Birch Borer Control

125 Needle Blight of Pines

128 Iron Chlorosis of Pin Oak

139 Rabbit Damage To Plants

140 Mite Injury

142 Bagworms

157 Black Spot On Roses

173 Rose Fertilizing

196 Moss Problems

197 Growing Grass in Shade

198 Mushrooms in Lawn

200 Broadleaf Weed Control

203 Nutsedge in Lawns

231 Apple Maggot Control

233 Raspberry Anthracnose

274 Tomatoes

277 Squash Vine Borer

278 Vegetable Pest Control

279 Tomato Problems

Zoo Garden
A traditional family outing when I was a little one was going to the zoo. We would pack a

picnic lunch and spend the day riding the train and looking at the animals. The petting farm was
always a favorite stop. Once, when I was about three, I was happily petting a baby goat. Suddenly I
realized, to my great distress, another little goat was behind me chewing on the hem of my cute
sailor dress. Needless to say, I was not happy about it.

Gardeners can create their own zoo in the landscape. There is a variety of annual and perennial
flowers that have an animal name. You will not have to worry about these residents escaping or
chewing on your clothing.

For a sunny site consider planting butterfly flower, oxeye, monkey flower, cockscomb and toad
flax.  These plants all have warm, brightly colored blooms. In a shadier site in the landscape, group
together cowslip, cranesbill, dog-tooth violet, toad lily and turtlehead. The flowers on these plants
have cool color shades that blend well together.

Once your new garden is completed, pack up a picnic lunch and visit the zoo in your own
backyard.  Enjoy yourself, but don’t sit next to the goatsbeard! (MJM)

During the day, most people
are hard at work and don’t have
time to enjoy their gardens.
Evenings may be the only time
you get a chance to sit back and
relax. What could be more
relaxing at the end of a long day
than a fragrant, luminous
garden?

Gardens designed for
evening enjoyment are called
moon gardens. Plants used in
moon gardens have one or more
of the following characteristics:
evening bloom time, fragrance,
and white flowers or foliage.

Plants that bloom in the late
afternoon or night allow for
evening enjoyment. Fragrant
flowers provide aromatherapy at
the end of a hard day. Illumi-
nated only by moonlight, white
or pale flowers, and foliage add
an celestial quality to a garden.

Several night-blooming
flowers ideal for a moon garden
are listed below. Night blooming
flowers rely on a strong fra-
grance, rather than bright colors,

Night Blooming Flowers Offer
Evening Enjoyment

to attract pollinators. Other plant
possibilities for a moon garden
include artemesia, lamb’s ear,
fragrant roses, dusty miller, and
white flowered annuals and
perennials.

Moonflower (Ipomea
alba)— This fragrant flowering
vine has large heart shaped
leaves. Showy flowers open in
the evening and last until the
next morning. Moonflowers
have a sweet fragrance and can
be up to five to six inches across.
Closely related to morning glory,
this quick growing annual may
climb to 15 feet. Although it
takes a longer and warmer soil
conditions to become estab-
lished, it is every bit as vigorous
as the morning glory.

Four o’clocks (Mirabilis
jalapa)— This flower is appro-
priately named.  Its blossoms
open in late afternoon, scenting
the air with a sweet fragrance
before closing the next morning.
Plants grow to three-feet tall
with a bushy habit and blossom

continuously from late spring
through fall. The 1-inch trumpet-
shaped flowers come in shades
of red, yellow, white, or rose.

Yucca (Yucca
filamentosa)— Flowers of this
spiky perennial are open all day
but at night the droopy blossoms
lift and release a soapy smell.
Yucca is a broad leaved ever-
green that forms a low cluster of
long, pointed leaves. During the
growing season, a long stalk will
grow to six feet tall and produce
large numbers of white bell
shaped flowers. Once estab-
lished it may be difficult to
remove from the landscape.
Yucca is hardy in zones 4 to 9.

Flowering tobacco (Nicoti-
ana alata)— Nicotiana is an
annual plant that produces
fragrant, tubular flowers that
open in evening. Flowers are
borne on draping branches and
come in pink, purple, red, white,
and yellow. Plants grow in any
garden soil and prefer full sun to
partial shade.  (MJM)

Watch for Squash
Vine Borer

The squash vine borer is one of the most
serious pests affecting squash and pumpkin
vines. Injury is caused by the caterpillars
boring into the tender, lower stems of the
vines or bushes causing them to suddenly
wilt a few weeks later.

Spray now to prevent loss of this year’s
squash and pumpkin plants, since the adults
deposit eggs on the young stems and leaves.
Apply an insecticide to the base of squash or pumpkin plants
weekly, beginning when the vines begin to run or bush begins to
grow. Be sure to follow all label directions and precautions when
using insecticides. (MJM)

Days Between Flowering and
Harvest of Vegetables

The number of days between flowering and harvest for many
vegetable crops offers a way of predicting harvest dates and
explaining low yields or poor quality. The following predictions
are only approximate because they can vary with weather
conditions and different variety types.

Clip and save this for reference through out the gardening
season. Here are some approximate number of days between
flowering and harvest for a few of the common vegetables grown
in Nebraska. (MJM)

Peppers (green stage) 45-55
Peppers (red stage) 60-70
Pumpkin 80-110
Zucchini squash 4-5
Winter squash 60-70
Tomatoes (red ripe) 45-50

Snap beans 10-14
Cucumbers (slicing) 15-18
Cucumbers (pickling) 4-8
Muskmelon 40-45
Edible podded peas 7-14
Hulled peas 14-20
Sweet Corn 18-23 (from 50%
silking)

Scientific Name
Acanthus spinosus
Monarda didyma
Asclepias tuberosa
Lobelia cardinalis
Nepeta cataria
Celosia cristata
Primula veris
Geranium himalayense
Ranunculus repens
Erthronium americanum
Digitalis purpurea
Aruncus dioicus
Sempervivum tectorum
Marrubium vulgare
Monarda fistulosa
Stachys byzantina
Delphinium elatum
Doronicum cordatum
Mimulus guttatus
Heliopsis helianthoides
Bergenia cordifolia
Dianthus plumarius
Geranium robertianum
Asarum canadense
Polygonatum odoratum
Cleome hasslerana
Inaria Maroccana
Tricyrtis hirta
Chelone lyonii
Trillium grandiflorum

Height
36-48"
24-48"
18-36"
24"
24-36"
6-24"
12-24"
10-15"
12-18"
12"
48-60"
24-60"
3-4"
18-30"
24-48"
12-15"
48-60"
12-24"
12-24"
36-60"
12"
12"
12-18"
4-6"
18-24"
36-48"
12"
24-36"
24-36"
8-18"

Site
part sun
sun-part sun
sun
sun-part sun
sun-part sun
sun
sun-part sun
sun-part sun
part sun-shade
part sun
part sun
sun-part sun
sun
sun
sun-part sun
sun
sun
part sun
sun
sun
sun-part sun
sun
part sun
shade
part sun-shade
sun
sun
part sun-shade
part sun
part sun-shade

Common Name
bear’s breeches
bee balm
butterfly flower
cardinal flower
catnip
cockscomb
cowslip
cranesbill
crowfoot
dog-tooth violet
foxglove
goatsbeard
hen-and-chickens
horehound
horsemint
lamb’s ear
larkspur
leopard’s bane
monkey flower
oxeye
pig squeak
pheasant’s eye pink
red robin
snakeroot
Solomon’s seal
spider flower
toad lily
toadflax
turtlehead
wake-robin


