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2000 Perennial Plant of the Year

The Perennial Plant Associationperennial does not appear to befoliage remains clean and
has awarded the title Perennial fazed by summer heat and will unblemished throughout the

Plant of the Year 2000 to bloom throughout the growing season. The delicate blue
. Scabiosa columbariaButterfly season when regularly , flowers add softness to
B a.SI I Blue." A member of the deadheaded. No insect or - #: the garden when massed
Dipsacaceae family, the nearly disease problems have been 1! with bolder colored plants
. ) flat gray-green foliage of the  reported on mature, healthy " of yellow, bright pink
Basil is one of the most populaplastic pincushion flower hugs the plants. Bare root plants I or red. They also
herbs grown in the world. It is bags in ground. Lacy, lavender blue, or divisions should . ': work well with
native to Asia and can be foundhe two inch flowers bloom on be planted so the r}:ﬁa‘, ! & cooler tones of
growing wild in tropical and  refrigera- slender 12 to 15 inch stems froramerging buds are i ' white, silver
sub-tropical regions of the tor. When £ late spring through early fall.  just below the soil ~ “4&f and blue.
world. drying the Flowering begins in mid-spring surface. s i ﬂ’?’,ﬂ 4 Despite its
Basil has many uses, the leaves, A with repeated flowering Container - i, ", % Wi s delicate
most common of which is its _ _harvest early throughout the growing season.grown et R Ay e B - appearance,
culinary use. As a fresh herb, itin the day 5 Pincushion flower derives its  plants can be " ¥ s e g R ‘Butterfly Blue'
is used to flavor foods such as after the common name from the stamenplanted anytime . if is a sturdy plant.
vegetables, poultry, and fish. dew has which stand above the petals  during the growing ' 3 The plants do not
Basil can also be used dried. dried. resembling pins stuck in a season 12 to 18 inches 1!'._ require staking. During the
The flowers of basil are also ~ Spread pincushion. The leaves are hairgpart. The crown of 'Butterfly summer, butterflies find the
edible and can be an attractive leaves ovate to lance shaped. The upp@&iue' should be planted at the nectar rich flowers. 'Butterfly
addition to salads and other ~ on foliage is smaller and finely depth it was growing in the Blue' may be combined with
dishes. Besides its edibility, screens

1e: - ] ' ) divided, creating a mounded container to prevent crown rot. Coreopsis verticillata ‘Moon-
basil is an aromatic herb and isor loosely bundle and air dry.  yosette six to eight inches high It is recommended the basal  beam,’ Dianthus 'Bath’s Pink,’

often used in potpourri and Basil is a member of the mintypg 12 to 15 inches wide. foliage not be cut back in the and Pennisetum alopecuroides
sachets. As an ornamental in thiamily which is characterized by Thjs Jong blooming peren- fall. Winter damaged foliage  for a three season, carefree
flower garden, basil has square stems. They belong in theyig| for full sun to light shade, should be removed in the springgarden. The outstanding quali-
attractive foliage and flowers. genus Ocimum. Over 150 grows best in well drained soil Scabiosa columbaria ties of Scabiosa columbaria
Basil is a tender perennial different species and varieties argqmended with organic matter. 'Butterfly Blue' is an excellent 'Butterfly Blue' are sure to place
grown as an annual. It can be available. These are some of the:gytterfly Blue' pincushion front of the border plant to use this underused perennial in the
grown easily from seed. Start more common types of basil.  flower requires moist soil duringin combination with annuals,  top group of favorite long

seed indoors four or five weeks ~ Sweet Basil the growing season. This lovelybulbs and perennials. The blooming perennials. (MJM)
before the last frost date. It Most common type grown.

likes warm temperatures (aboudVhite flowers. Bright green
75 degrees Fahrenheit) for leaves, two to three inch long.
germination. Seed can also be Upright habit. Clove like scent.

sown directly in the ground Purple Basil M I h

outdoors after it has warmed in ~ Grown for its ornamental U C eS

the spring. Plant basil outdoorsfoliage as well as culinary use. , _

after all danger of frost is past. Light lavender flowers. Same ~ Mulches in the home landscape one growing season, are more produce many of the same

Basil does not tolerate cold  size leaf as sweet basil. ‘Opal,; NOt only conserve moisture,  useful around permanent plantsbeneficial effects as mulch.
temperatures. Plant in full sun.'Red Rubin' and 'Purple Ruffles’ Modify soil temperatures and Inorganic mulches such as Mulches should not be consid-
Water regularly with an inch of are excellent selections. control weeds, but also may be gravel, crushed stone or some ered as fertilizer. Most of them
water per week. Basil can also Lettuce Leaf Basil used to make landscapes more manufactured products are not aslease some nutrients as they
be propagated vegetatively Large, wide leaves. Flavor is@ttractive and usable. Many  beneficial to plants as the decompose, but the fertilizer
through tip cuttings; root less pronounced than other greer_ﬁypes Of material, organic or organic mulches, such as wood value is very small compared to
cuttings in moist potting soil.  basils. Common varieties includeinorganic, may be used as chips, sawdust, bark, compost, the physical effects. Where

To harvest, remove termi- ‘Mammoth' and 'Green Ruffles.’ mulch. grass clippings or shredded ~ mulches are needed, use them
nal growth whenever four sets Lemon Basil Organic mulches may breakeaves. for the mulch value and add
of true leaves can be left on the  Lemon scent. White flowers dowr_1 in one season or less or Though not generally fertilizer as needed. (MIM)
plant. This encourages bushierand small green leaves. Great foPersist for several seasons.  considered mulches, some low
growth and increased yield. Fotea and potpourri. Those that persist for more thargrowing ground cover plants
best foliage flavor, cut before Cinnamon Basil
flowering. After cutting, wash Cinnamon scent. Pink

and pat leaves dry. Use immediowers, green leaves with purple
ately or store in perforated stem. (MIM)
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Many of us need reminders. That is the purpose of this calendar. Check the calendar each month
follow the recommendations if they are necessary in your landscape situation. (MJM)



